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Outline of Mark’s Gospel

Part 1 – Who is this Man?
A. Proclamation of the kingdom with deeds of power (1:1 – 6:32)
B. Understanding the bread (6:33 – 8:26)

Hinge – Peter’s confession of faith (8:27 – 8:30)

Part 2 – Revelation of the suffering and glorious Messiah
A. The Way of discipleship (8:31 – 10:52)
B. The Lord comes to his temple (11:1 – 13:37)
C. Passion, Death and Resurrection (14:1 – 16:20)
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Class Schedule
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April 17th Proclamation of the kingdom with deeds of power (1:1 – 6:32)

April 24th Understanding the bread (6:33 – 8:26)

May 1st
Peter’s confession of faith (8:27 – 8:30)

The Way of discipleship (8:31 – 10:52)

May 8th The Lord comes to his temple (11:1 – 13:37)

May 15th Passion, Death and Resurrection (14:1 – 16:20)
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The Gospel of Mark
An Introduction

§ Mark isn’t just a storyteller – he wants to describe an 
event that changed world history
• Encounter
• Knowledge
• Commitment

§ He wants to bring us on a journey with him
§ Mark invites us to immerse ourselves in the story
§ The objective is to challenge us to respond to the words 

and deeds of Jesus of Nazareth
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Who is Mark?

§ No Gospel author identified 
themselves

§ The heading “according to Mark” 
appears on early manuscripts (ca. 3rd

century)
§ Ancient tradition – Mark was a 

disciple of Simon Peter
§ His Gospel was written based on 

Peter’s preaching in Rome
• Papias (ca. AD 60-140)
• Clement (ca. AD 150-215)

§ Peter seems like Mark’s source
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Mark’s Audience

§ Tradition says – Roman Christians
§ Under Nero (AD 64-68) Christians 

suffered brutal persecution
• Crucifixions
• Being set on fire
• Fed to wild beasts

§ Mark wrote to Christians in crisis
• Mentions Jesus with wild beasts (1:13)
• Lists “Persecutions” as reward (10:30)
• “Salted with fire” (9:49)
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Mark’s Audience

§ Roman readers - Mark used 
Latin words - legion, 
praetorium, centurion, etc.

§ Gentiles – Jewish customs 
are explained – i.e., 
washings (7:3-4)

§ When Aramaic terms are 
used – he always provides a 
translation

§ Scholars believe the Gospel 
was written within a few 
decades of Jesus death and 
resurrection
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Was Mark’s Gospel First?

§ Historically Mark’s Gospel was neglected by the Church
§ St. Augustine promoted a view that Mark was an 

abbreviated version of Matthew
§ Of the 661 verses in Mark 90% are also in Matthew and 

55% are also in Luke
§ By the 20th century Mark was deemed the first

• Hard to explain why Mark would leave out passages than 
Matthew and Luke add them

• More likely that Matthew and Luke would be kinder to the 
disciples than Mark adding harshness

• The Order of Events problem
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Mark’s Theological Themes

§ The Paschal Mystery – Messiah who enters his reign 
through his suffering on the cross

§ The Secret of Discipleship – sharing intimately in Jesus’ 
life and destiny – communion

§ Failure can lead to restoration – Jesus remains true and 
faithful

§ Jesus is boldly portrayed
• His family thought he was deranged (3:21)
• He cannot do miracles at home (6:5)
• Profoundly human (14:33, 15:34)

§ Directly affirms Jesus’ divine sonship (14:61-62)
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Beginning of the Good News

§ Beginning recalls Genesis – the Gospel is a new beginning
§ Gospel means “Good News” – different applications
§ The content of this “Good News” is that Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of God
§ Jesus meaning “YHWH saves” is the Greek form of Joshua 

who led Israel to the promised land
§ Jesus will now lead his people to a new land and covenant 

with YHWH
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Beginning of the Good News

§ Mark gives Jesus two titles in this very first verse
1. Christ (or Messiah) - meaning ”anointed” fulfills the hopes of 

Israel; a descendant of David will reestablish the reign of 
God

2. Son of God – title whose significance gradually comes to light 
in the course of the Gospel

§ In the first verse, Mark tells his readers the secret: Jesus 
is the long-awaited Messiah the Son of God

§ Tells the most important thing first and then the Gospel 
unwinds to support this initial statement
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The Precursor

§ Mark quotes Malachi – messenger will prepare the way
§ Isaiah – voice crying out 
§ Preparation of paths straight – hearts ready by 

repentance of sin
§ Israel – here is your God, promises are being fulfilled
§ John the Baptist is in the desert; a place without 

comfort, hearkens back to the 40 years in the desert
§ Time to turn back to God
§ John’s message – a mighty one is coming
§ Baptism not with water but the Holy Spirit – God will 

pour out the Spirit like water (Joel 3:1, Zech 12:10)
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Baptism of Jesus

§ Jesus baptism shows solidarity with humans – which will 
continue all of the way to the cross

§ Immersion in water is a symbol of death (to sin, the 
cross) Jesus later speaks of his death as baptism (10:38)

§ Intercessor standing with us rather than apart
§ Jesus coming up out of the water is answered by the Spirit 

coming down – sin creates a barrier
§ The heavens don’t just open they are torn asunder
§ The Spirit in the form of a dove recalls Genesis
§ This is a turning point in Jesus’ life – he is anointed by the 

Spirit and God confirms his mission 
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Temptation in the Desert

§ After his baptism Jesus immediately begins his mission
§ He has associated himself with sinners and therefore the 

consequences as well – the desert
§ He stays there for forty days – a time of testing
§ The desert in Scripture is unique
§ Jesus is to be put to the test – tempted by Satan like 

Adam and Eve and like Israel
§ Jesus is invading Satan’s territory to fight the powers of 

the Evil One – he is empowered by the Spirit, like us
§ Wild Beasts has a double meaning – taming them (Isa 

11:1-9, Ezek 34:25-28) and persecution
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Call of First Disciples

§ Jesus’ call to repent and believe becomes personal
§ His call to Peter and Andrew has authority
§ Instead of the custom of disciples choosing the rabbi to 

follow – Jesus is choosing his disciples
§ Fishers of Men – Jeremiah’s prophecy that God will send 

“many fishermen” (Jer 16:14-16) to gather the Israelites 
who had been scattered

§ They leave “immediately” – no hesitation, discussion
§ Pattern repeats with James and John – leaving their father
§ The disciples recognized the fulfillment of the prophecy 

and followed – yet remained confused thereafter
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First Mighty Deeds

§ The call of the disciples is followed by miracles in 
Capernaum – a small fishing village

§ The miracles happen after Jesus teaches with authority
1. The Man with the Unclean Sxpirit
2. Healing Peter’s Mother-in-Law
3. Cleansing the Leper
4. Healing of the Paralytic

§ Each healing offers a unique perspective on faith and 
discipleship
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First Mighty Deeds
Miracle Lesson in Faith/Discipleship

Man With Unclean 
Spirit

Evil is not impersonal – demons are real spiritual 
beings bent on harming people.  Jesus can defeat 
them.

Peter’s Mother-in-
Law

Jesus’ healing is personal and consoling – her 
response is that of disciple – service to others

Cleanse Leper
Jesus is not defiled by the leprosy – his 
cleanness, holiness is invincible.  He can remove 
that which defiles us

Healing the 
Paralytic

Everyone is paralyzed in some way - we cannot 
rely on our own strength.  We need the help and 
faith of others on our spiritual journey.  We can 
be the person in need but are called to be the 
disciple who helps.
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Controversies with Religious Authorities

§ Several arise in these early chapters
1. Healing of the Paralytic – “Child your sins are forgiven”
2. Call of Levi – the hated tax collector
3. The Bridegroom and the New Wine
4. Lord of the Sabbath
5. Withered Hand and Hardened Hearts
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Controversies with Religious Authorities

§ The Bridegroom and the New Wine
1. Jesus was expected to enforce fasting
2. The Law only required fasting once per year
3. Jesus and disciples feast with sinners and don’t fast
4. Jesus compares the meal to a wedding feast – he is the 

bridegroom and these are his guests
5. God’s love for his people was previously shown that way
6. Central theme of messianic promise is God will restore the 

nuptial bond with Israel
7. Jesus identifies himself as the God desiring to wed his 

people
8. But…The bridegroom will be “Taken away” (Isa 53:8)

19



© 2018, Deacon Steve Swope

Controversies with Religious Authorities

§ Jesus offers two “parable-type” images 
§ Unshrunken cloth on an old cloak

1. New fabric will shrink and pull away from sewn edges 
causing a worse tear than previously exists

2. Essentially the “old” must replaced by the “new”
§ New Wine and Old Wineskins

1. Old wineskins dry and become brittle – new wine, still 
fermenting releases gases and will burst them

2. A new life, new salvation cannot be contained in the older 
institutions and observances

§ The new life cannot be a patch on the old or continuing 
the same practices – total transformation is needed 
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New Israel and Family of God

§ What follows are the lakeside healings, appointment of 
the twelve, and his own family misunderstanding him

§ The cures he provides are physical and spiritual
§ Crowds gather and almost crush him just to touch him
§ His relatives set out to seize him “Out of his mind”
§ They try to “seize him”
§ Was that for protection or out of embarrassment
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New Israel and Family of God

§ The family arrives and he is told his “Mother and your 
brothers (and sisters) are outside asking for you”

§ It is the only appearance of Mary in the Gospel of Mark
§ Jesus’ reply is very shocking – especially then
§ He is saying that earthly family ties are secondary to 

being his disciple
§ He elevates the crowd around him - they are not just 

followers, they are his family
§ It is a new family, united around Jesus in a bond of love 

stronger than blood relationships
§ It is a bond of communion
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Parables of the Kingdom

§ The content of Jesus’ actual teaching has not been 
present in Mark until now

§ He now describes in parable form the meaning of the 
Kingdom of God
1. Parable of the Sower
2. Parable of the Light that Must be Seen
3. Parable of the Growing Seed
4. Parable of the Mustard Seed
5. Many other parables (4:33-34)

§ Parables adapted the Kingdom to the listeners capacity
§ To hear is to accept with a willing heart
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Jesus’ Authority Over All That Threatens

§ So far in the Gospel Jesus has:
1. Silenced demons
2. Cured physical and spiritual illnesses
3. Taught about the Kingdom of God

§ Now he shows authority over Nature, Disease Demons 
and Death
1. Calming of the Storm – Nature (4:35-41)
2. Liberation of the Man Tormented by Demons – (5:1-13)
3. Healing the Hemorrhaging Woman – Illness (5:25-34)
4. Raising the synagogue official’s child – Death (5:35-43)
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Unbelief at Nazareth

§ Jesus returns home for the first time in the Gospel
§ He follows his custom of teaching at the synagogue
§ The people are astonished at his wisdom – at first
§ Then they become skeptical – Where did he get all of this?
§ They ask the right questions but with a wrong attitude
§ They cannot accept this guy is from God – he is one of us
§ He is called the “Son of Mary” which was unusual
§ He is held without honor – household, family and village
§ Jesus is “unable” to perform might deeds – indicating that 

faith is essential to open hearts to receive his grace
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The Mission of the Twelve

§ Jesus begins to send the twelve on a mission – perhaps 
not all at once

§ They go as a community – two by two
§ They cast out “unclean spirits” – sharing his authority
§ The disciples take “nothing with them” other than 

clothing on their back, sandals and walking stick
1. Stick – Biblical symbol of authority
2. No sack for provisions – depend entirely on God
3. Need for shelter – calls for hospitality in others
4. Poverty – supported their credibility – they preached the 

Gospel out of faith, not for profit
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The Mission of the Twelve

§ The disciples take “nothing with them” other than 
clothing on their back, sandals and walking stick
1. Stick – Biblical symbol of authority
2. No sack for provisions – depend entirely on God
3. Need for shelter – calls for hospitality in others
4. Poverty – supported their credibility – they preached the 

Gospel out of faith, not for profit
5. Stay in one place – they would be swamped by people, 

don’t get distracted by moving
6. Shake the dust off your feet – a sign of repudiation 
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Summary

§ John the Baptist prepares the way of the Lord
§ Jesus has:

1. Silenced demons
2. Cured physical and spiritual illnesses
3. Established a new family of God
4. Taught about the Kingdom of God with parables
5. Shown his mastery over nature, demons, disease, death
6. Suffered rejection in his native place 
7. Sent the twelve on their first mission without him 

§ In only SIX Chapters!
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Class Schedule
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April 24th Understanding the bread (6:33 – 8:26)

May 1st
Peter’s confession of faith (8:27 – 8:30)

The Way of discipleship (8:31 – 10:52)

May 8th The Lord comes to his temple (11:1 – 13:37)

May 15th Passion, Death and Resurrection (14:1 – 16:20)



© 2018, Deacon Steve Swope

The Gospel of Mark

Deacon Steve Swope
St. Mary Magdalene Catholic Church

April & May 2018

www.DeaconsView.com

© 2018, Deacon Steve Swope


